
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
April 10, 2012 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 10th day of April, 2012.  Mayor Ron Williams called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Alderman Ardrey led the council in prayer.  
Following the invocation, Mayor Williams lead the council in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.  Mayor Williams then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call 
the roll.  The roll was called with the following  
 
Present: Barbara Hughes, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny 
Bratton, Mark Costa, Sandra Bullar, Russell Brown, Gary McComb 
 
Absent:  
 
Attorney Ed Heller addressed the council regarding the Town Center Park 
Contract.  The public was then invited to comment.  Attorney Heller informed the 
council they had three choices:  (1) Live with it; (2) replace the walkways with 
what the contract called for which would mean terminating the contract, putting 
out for bid, completing the sidewalks and then giving any excess money to Mr. 
Medwedeff or collecting any balance due from Mr. Medwedeff; or (3) mediation 
which is contrary to the contract.   
 
Motion:  To approve terminating the contract unless Mr. Medwedeff 
indicates he will finish the sidewalks. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Ayes:  Barbara Hughes, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny Bratton, 
Russell Brown  
Nays:  Gary McComb 
Abstain:  Mark Costa, Sandra Bullar 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the March 13, 2012 council meeting.  All 
aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the 
meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
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Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #448 & #449 through 
April 6, 2012, accounts receivable through April 6, 2012 and payroll through 
April 6, 2012.  All aldermen received a copy of the accounts payable, 
accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 

REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
Marilyn Smerkin addressed the council.  She is the co chair person for Beautify 
Murphysboro, which will hold its Kick-Off Event on Saturday, April 21, 2012 at 9 
a.m.-noon at Longfellow Park.   
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
Alderman Ardrey read the minutes of the Budget & Finance Committee meeting 
of March 26, 2012.  
 
Motion:  To approve accounts payable register #446 and #447 through 
March 26, 2012. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Alderman Pierson read the minutes of the Public Works Committee meeting of 
March 26, 2012. 
 
Attorney Heller advised tabling the issue of vacating the dead end portion of the 
North 9th Street Road with an easement for waterway until certain issues were 
investigated. 
 
Motion:  To approve tabling the motion approving vacating the dead end 
portion of the North 9th Street Road with an easement for waterway. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Costa 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve making an exception for Chris McRoy to drive a city 
truck to his residence in Vergennes when he is acting water department 
foreman. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Pierson 
Ayes: Barb Hughes, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Mark Costa, Sandi Bullar, 

Russell Brown 
Nays: Gary McComb 
Motion Carried. 
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Motion:  To approve hiring Freeman Environmental to fix the lead paint and 
mold problem at the sewer plant at a cost of $2700. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Alderman Bullar read the minutes of the Public Safety Committee meeting of 
March 26, 2012.   
 
Motion:  To declare the dog owned by Kathy L. Rogers as a “vicious dog”. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Seconded by Alderman Costa 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To revise our truancy/curfew ordinance to impose a fine of $100 or 
community service or both for any student 13 years of age or older or any 
parent a fine of $100 or community service or both as presented and to be 
enforced by any Murphysboro Police Officers and/or the Jackson & Perry 
Counties Truancy Officer. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Seconded by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To accept GRP Power Systems Service Generator Maintenance 
Program as follows $482.86 for WWTP, $439.88 for portable generator, 
$439.88 for 20th Street Lift Station, $482.86 for Fire Department and $358.69 
for 7th Steet natural gas unit. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Seconded by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To approve changing the No Parking on Crescent Drive ordinance 
to indicate except Saturday and Sunday. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Seconded by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Alderman Bastien read the minutes of the Public Improvement Committee 
meeting of March 26, 2012. 
 
No action taken.   
 
Alderman Hughes read the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting of 
March 26, 2012. 
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Motion:  To approve appointing Darren Mills as street department foreman 
on a 90 day probationary basis. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Seconded by Alderman Costa 
Mayor Williams called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor Williams discussed the proposed ordinance amending the litter code 
regarding the distribution of handbills on private premises. 
 
Motion:  To approve the ordinance amending the litter code regarding the 
distribution of handbills on private premises. 
Motion by Alderman Bastien Seconded by Alderman Hughes 
Ayes: Barbara Hughes, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny Bratton, 
Mark Costa, Sandra Bullar, Russell Brown, Gary McComb 
Nays:  
Motion Carried 
 
Mayor Williams discussed the deed correction from a previous transaction with 
Mark Kennedy. 
 
Motion:  To approve the deed correction from a previous transaction with 
Mark Kennedy. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Seconded by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Mayor Williams presented proclamation for the following: 
 

1. Proclamation for Child Abuse Prevention Month 
2. Proclamation for Community Banking Month 
3. Proclamation or Telecommunicators 

 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Barbara Hughes Commend Eric on the condition of the explosion site, 

looking good on 11th Street 
 
Vicki Ardrey Thanks to Ed Heller; appreciated your presentation.  Don’t 

want to cause Mr. Medwedeff problems but we needed to 
get this settled and we made a good stab at that. 

 
Bill Pierson No 
 
Mike Bastien Second Vicki’s statement 
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Danny Bratton Third Vick’s statement and also commented on residents 
putting gumball and grass clippings in the street.  That is 
why the streets do not drain when it rains, they are stopped 
up with gumballs and grass clippings.  

 
Mark Costa No 
 
Sandi Bullar  
 
Brown, Russell No 
 
Gary McComb Enlisted help for Clean Up Day. 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Jeff Bock Vicious dog was removed from the state. 
 
Ed Heller No 
 
Eric Kennedy No 
 
Brian Manwaring No 
 
Ron Manwaring No 
 
Steve Swafford No 
 
Jim Steward No 
 
Ripley, Sandra No 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Bastien 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 


